GYATT ~ The History and Recollections of Dextrover Shipmares

XXV. 1968 - Scientists and Reservisits

fn early Sanuary of (968 the Gyatt was scheduled fo go to Fietnam and a shory fime fater the
direcrive wasy changed.  The ship remained operating in and owt of Nosfolk anrid the 15" eferv exf”
March when it Pecame part of the Springboard ASW Operation rhar included ships from the
Uinited Kingdom, Canada and Wesr Germamyv. During this period of ASW exercises, wiich
ended the 28" day of April the Gyatt visited the Caribbean ports of San Juan, Puerio Rico; St
Thomax in the Viegin fslands and Willemsiad, Curace,  Tn addition the ship visited Roosevelr
Rercreds conred the Txfe de Culebra, Poerto Rico! Guoanbonoanmie Boav, il aed on the vefirn Bo
Narfolk stopped ar Porr Everglades, Flovida, I'r was on this same exercise, witlle refiveling at
sea, thar the Gverr had an emergency breakaway from the mother ship and diesel fiel was
everywhere,

Specificallv, the Gyaii was o assist in ways and means fo protect noaval vessels from hear
secking missilex.  To that end a very elaborare water wash down svstem waoas instafled o
cemrpleteiv blanker the ship, including the sides, with salt=-weater spravs,  Ir owas anticipesfed thear
flre werber sppeavs wekdlel mulniiniize or efiminate the thermal signafure of e shilp. Duving flese
experimenits, nozzfes powered by high-pressure waler pumps ai full throiile spraved water. The
spray perttern extended from the mast down dhroughowr the ship, covering the ship like a rent.
The slip wax well owul to sea during these washi-dowis,

When the wash-downs were in jull operation NREF and NRE sciensisis would civcle the ship in
helicopiters eqguipped with specialized monitoring cquipment faking readings,  On occasion, the
sfvipr wonld five gl inrensine flarves fe derevinine §F iy cowld decov miissile rrackers away fFom
e ship. Readings and observarions indicared thar running ar flank speed was a more beneficial
way af dissipating the hor gases produced af the stacks,  After such exercises and the return ro
prort, NREF would divect modificarions based on findings and the evercisexs would be repeated,
Tihe Bogrswain Mares and thelr stvikers were never theilled by the probifems and subseguenr
clfeanup caused by the wash-down syxsrem — ir produced nothing bur work and rhe loss of barrels
and barrels of fresh warer = 1o clean everything properly,

I Ko fall the Gvatd was directed o Key Wese, Florvida for compiction of the curvent series of
exeroises and the crew was excfted abowr a littfe & & R.. However, envowte (o Key Woest g mafor
storrny wirx errconeniered Pt ripped away some of the ropside washi=down svsiem and all of ie ther
wers pnreenfed erlong e sides. QP TEVEOQR senr o gl prioeine messoge cltecking on the status
of the Gvard and was relieved to find the siip was siill afloar,

Shartly after refurning from Kev West the Gyant was transferred o the “Sclecr Reserve. " This
prrogeam reduced e regedar crew foogomiininiien for ppkeep and wax supplomented by o reserve
confingent including o reserve commanding officer when the ship gor undervway for reserve
fraining. The new homeport for this axzigrment was the Noval Gun Facrory (n Waslington DC
and the ship arrived at (ts new port in early December. As in the pasi, the trip up the Poromac
River became very interesting once the pilor came aboard.  As the Gyair passed Mount Vernon
ared the fomb of George Washington Navy Regulations regarding this ovent wenit into offect and
franors were rerdered fn memory of oure first president,. The wse of bugles, bells andior the
mranning af the rail rendered these ronors and the rimie of day was nof Felevanr,

As the ship approached Washingron DC, the bridge on the beltway was raised to allow passage
of the ship and raffic in both directions on the beltway ceased as the ship slowly eased throwsh
the raizsed bridoe deck. Many interesred motorisis vacared their vehicles 1o better observe the
slow passing of the ship between the raised bridge decks, while others waited in guier
desperation as the parked velicles increased in rapidly growing numbers,

The new homeport proved o be inferesiting as uwpper fevel officialzs, such as Congressmen,
browuehr small visiting croups af odd howrs, Flag officers also made nnannounced visits and the
crew had fo remain alert ai all fimes. A major benefic for ithe crew during time in this homepors
wias e viewing of major motion piciures thai were first shown af the Whire Howuse and before
ey were passed to the fleer.

Dring: the Chreistmas Holidavs the Gyt was N up like the proverbial Chreistmas Tree ax lighrs
stretclied fron e Bow fo the miass, from ptle past Fo the stern aned alorig the port caid srarbaoord
fijelines,



